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LETTERS, NOTES, AND ANSWERS TO
CORRESPONDENTS.

COMMUNICATIONS FOR THE CURRENT WEEK'S JOURNAL SHOULD REACH
THE OFFICE NOT LATER THAN MIDDAY POST ON WEDNESDAY. TELE-
GRAMS CAN BE RECEIVED ON THURSDAY MORNING.

COMMUNICATIONs respecting Editorial matters shouldbe addressedto the
Editor, 429, Strand, W.C., London; those concerning business matters,
non-delivery of the JOURNAL, etc., should be addressed to the Manager,
at the Office, 429, Strand, W.C., London.

IN order to avoid delay, it is particularly requested that all letters on the
editorial business of the JOURNAL be addressed to the Editor at the
Office of the JOURNAL, and not to his private house.

AUTHORs desiring reprints of their articles published in the BRITISH
MEDICAL JOURNAL are requested to communicate beforehand with the
Manager, 429, Strand, W.C.

CORRESPONDENTS who wish notice to be taken of their communications
should authenJicate them with their names-of course not necessarily
for publication.

CORRESPONDENTS not answered are requested to look to the Notices to
Correspondents of the following week.

MANUSCRIPTS FORWARDED TO THE OFFICE OF THIS JOURNAL CANNOT
UNDER ANY CIRCUMSTANCES BE RETURNED.

PUBLIC HEALTH DEPARTMENT.-We shall be much obliged to Medical
Officers of Health if they will, on forwarding their Annual and other
Reports, favour us with duplicate copies.

a" Queries, answers, and communications relating to subjects to which
Epecial departments of the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL are devoted will be
found under their respective headings.

Q1ERIES.
M.B.,R.U.I. asks to be advised what book on medicine he should read for
his M.D.

NETT PROFITS AND NEW APPOINTMENTS.
NEMIO writes: A. buys B.'s practice, the purchase price being a certain
share of the nett profits for a term of years. B. held no insurance ap-
pointments, but some time after A. bought the practice from B. he (A.)
obtained several such appointments. Is B. entitled to any share in
these insurance fees as a part of the practice ?

*** Messrs. Orridge, to whom we have referred this question, state
that the answer must be in the affirmative. Unless there is special
contract to omit any appointments which may be taken by A., B. is
entitled to share in all the proceeds of the practice.

THE POLICE AND SUICIDES IN HOSPITAL.
HONORARY SURGEON asks whether, in the case of an attempted suicide

(cut throat) brought to a general hospital by the police, it is the duty
or not of the police to supply an attendant to watch the case.

*** We understand that the usual practice in the metropolitan police
district in such cases is to have the case watched, unless the hospital
authorities consider it to be unnecessary, by members of the force in
plain clothes told off for the purpose. As this involves the withdrawal
of three men-two for day and one for night-from their ordinary work,
it is possible that in the case of a small force of say a dozen men it
might give rise to some inconvenience to car-ry out this practice in all
cases. Something, too, may depend upon whether the would-be suicide
has been formally charged with the offence at the police station or has
been brought direct to the hospital in the laudable desire to safe life,
in which latter case he could hardly be considered as strictly in the
custody of the police.

ANSWERS.

A PERPLEXING CASE.
DR. A. RATTRAY (Portobello, N\.B.), writes, in reply to a "Member": May

I venture to suggest that his case is one of hlysteria, probably in part
due to some disorder of the uterine system, as well as " subordination
of the will to ideas or emotions rather than to the intellect or imagina-
tion." During the past fifteen or twenty years not a few of such cases
came under my observation ; each case has to be taken, so to speak, on
its own merits, forwhat suits one patient may not give relief to another.
Itis therefore wise to inquire not only into the condition and position
of the uterus and ovaries, but also as to the mental or physical dis-
orders, which frequently exist. Various plans of treatment have been
adopted. In addition to the administration of aloes, zinc, valerian. pil.
assaf. co., with galvanism, massage, I have seen very good results follow
douching of head and chest. The latest medical worlks strongly recom-
mend the Weir-Mitchell plan of treatment, which, I think, is strict iso-
lation of patient from friends, and being put under the firm and
judicious treatment of the doctor, and careful and capable nursing, if a
satisfactory recovery is to be looked for.

PRACTICE ABROAD.
EMIGRANT, who asks where the best opportunity offers for practice
abroad, does not define the style of practice he desires. If by practice
he means abundant experience of disease let him select India or China,
and communicate with the missionary societies. If his object is
remunerative practice, and if he has no capital, no introductions to
established practitioners, and no special professional qualifications, let

him select a rising place in a healthy and rising colony, take what he
can get while he looks about, make his choice deliberately, settle, and
take his chance with the rest. The opportunities are pretty much the
same everywhere. Wherever and whenever there Is a demand for
medical men there is sure to be an immediate and abundant supp]y.
Detailed information, such aswouldbeof serviceto " Emigrant," can only
be obtained on the spot, and to be of use requires to be acted on at once.
A death vacancy-say in the Transvaal--would be at once filled up by
someone on the spot; there would be no waiting till the medical market
in England felt the demand.

FEMALE SANITARY INSPECTORS.
A LADY CORRESPONDENT, on reading the paragraph headed "Female
Sanitary Inspectors" in the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL of June 3rd,
applied to the National Health Society, and has received a letter from
the Secretary of that Society detailing the somewhat severe course of
instruction necessary to qualify the lady as a " lecturer." Thereupon
our lady correspondent rashly concludes " that the opening for edu-
cated ladies seems to exist more in fancy than in reality." That edu-
cated ladies, without some previous training or study of practical
hygiene, are not likely to make efficient sanitary officers is certain, but
it is equally certain that should local authorities employ ladies to carry
out the provisions of the Factory Acts they will not require such a
thorough course of study as that which qualifies a person to be a lec-
turer or teacher.

NOTES, LETTERS, Etc.

HOLIDAYS FOR IRISH DISPENSARY DOCTORS.
WE shall be glad if some of our Irish readers will forward to us the
names of the districts in which boards of guardians have agreed to
allow a holiday to the doctors, without deduction of salary. It is
important that this should be done, in order that other boards may be
led to follow the excellent example.

FLIES AS CARRIERS OF CIIOLERA.
H. L. D. writes: With reference to Surgeon-General Sir W. Moore's paper
in the BRITISH MFDICAL JOURNAL Of June 3rd, I beg to call the atten-
tion of the readers of the JOURNAL to a letter on the subject of flies as
carriers of cholera, which appeared in the Indian Mledical Gazette of
October, 1886, and to reports o0 experiments on the same subject con-
ducted by Drs. Tizzoni and Cattani of Bologna, published in the Cen-
tralblatt Juir med. Wissenech. towards the end of the same year, the first
recorded experiments, I believe.

INSANE MURDERERS: SUICIDE AND INSANITY.
A DOCTOR OF MEDICINE writes: Apropos of your leaderette in the
BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL of June loth on the above subject, will you
allow me to express the conviction that to the charge of the public
press of the country must be laid the widespread and spreading amount
of horrible crime in the kingdom? Murders and suicides of the most
dreadful nature turn up in successive cycles, and these are dished in
horrible fashion for the readers of the newspapers. If an enlightened
enactment were passed prohibiting the publication of horrible crime in
the daily press, I venture to assert that its amount would at once be re-
duced by 50 per cent., and sensitive people would be spared encounter-
ing incidents too prone to precipitate on the imagination.

RESPIRATION AND THE AFTER-COMING HEAD.
DR. HEBRBERT SMITH RENSHAW (Sale, near Manchester), writes: In
breech cases, when there is delay of the after-coming head, I have given
air space by passing a blade of the ordinary midwifery forceps into the
hollow of the sacrumr; with the concave surface of the instrument
towards the face of the child; and. pressing the perineum gently back,
away from the mouth of the child, have found that it could breathe
easily, thus giving time for the safe expulsion of a living child by
Nature's efforts, unaided or assisted by the usual uterine stimulants.
By passing the concavity of the blade along the side of the upper ear,
the instrument slips into position in a few moments, thus saving time,
that most essential economy under the circumstances, and avoids the
necessity for the more difficult manceuvre of forceps extraction.

ARCTIC EXPEDITIONS.
ON June10th, Lord Playfair and the directors of the Bovril Company
received a large party of visitors at their warehousein City Road, to see
the process of manufacturing the product which goes by the name of
"Bovril," and to inspect the foocs which have been prepared for the
use of the Nansen and the Jackson Expeditions to the North Pole.
After aninspection of the works and a short address by Lord Playfair
on the principles of nutrition, Mr. Jackson sketched out the plan of his
expedition to the Pole, and Sir Vesey Hamilton made a few remarks on
the superior outfit as regards food which was now available for such
expeditions compared with what they hadwhen he was engaged in arctic
exploration. Speaking In general terms, bovril is made by grinding
desiccated meat into an impalpable powder, and mixing this with a due
proportion of meat extract. By mixing the powder, which initself is
almost tasteless, with chocolate, a food is obtained which, while less
immediately stimulating, is almost more nutritious. Both of them are
pleasant to the taste and good for food, and for a spurt are likely to be
very useful. How far,however. man is built to live on concentrated
essences Is another question, and it will not do to assume that for con-
tinued use these artificial diets will correspond in usefulness with their
theoretical food values. and we were glad to note that in the supplies
for the Arctic expeditions there was a large admixture of barley, oat-
meal, potatoes, and othervegetables, as well as of animal and vegetable
fats, the desiccated beef powder being used instead of the pounded meat
of the ordinary pemmican, to make the addition of the necessary pro-
teids. The result is a series of foods which are superior both as to
taste and nutritive value to any of the pemmicans which have hitherto
been used.
The Fram, the vessel which has been specially designed and con.
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structed for Dr. Nansen's North Pole Expedition, will probably leave
Christiania next week. The vessel was built at Laurick, Norway, and in
form resembles a Scotch buckie boat, but schooner rigged, and fur-
nished with engines of about 170 indicated horse-power, the dimensions
being 123 feet overall, and the greatest beam 36feet.
According to Dr. Nansen's theory, the vessel will get frozen in some-

where in the neighbourhood of the Liakov Islands, and be conveyed by
the movement oF the ice to and past the North Pole, and finally reap-
pear in the neighbourhood of East Greenland. The crew will consist,
all told, of not more than twelve men, and provi3ions for five years will
be carried. For the ventilation of the ship Ihe "Boyle" automatic
system of ventilation has been adopted, supplied by Messrs. Robert
Boyle and Son, of London and Glasgow.

VACCINATION AND SMALL-POX.
MP.. AUSTEN N. COOPER, late Medical Officer, Great Southern Railway,
Buenos Ayres, and formerly House-Surgeon, British Hospital, Buenos
Ayres (Tamwortb, New South Wales), writes: Having seen so much
matter published in the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL relative to the effi-
cacy of vaccination for small-pox, I should like to add my quota to
the evidence you adduce against the antivaccination mania at present
existing amongst some of our less enlightened countrymen. I have at-
tended small-pox in Buenos Ayres durling the four years ending April,
1890, and the following facts are worthy of record: In the Accountants'
Department of the Great Southern Railway seven English clerks con-
tracted small-pox, of which one died. He was unvaccinated; the others
had been vaccinated only once as infants. There were about forty
clerks in this department. I cannot say if the thirty-three others were
vaccinated or revaccinated.

J. R., an Italian, aged 22, living in a tenement house (conventillo), I
found one day in bed, the small-pox eruption just appearing faintly.
All the neighbours flocked in, and his mother and sister slept in the
same room with him. About three-fourths of the inmates of the con-
ventillo were unvaccinated. I persuaded these to go at once to the public
vaccinator and get inoculated, and the following day, on my arrival,
found they had done so. I gave them free entrapce to the sick man's
room during the entire illness, which was a severe case of discrete
small-pox. His mother and sister slept In the same room throughout.
Not one of them got the disease.
Mrs. M., an English engine-driver's wife, I visited on the fourth day.

She had never been vaccinated. She died on the eighth day. Her
husband fell ill of the same disease a month later.' He had been vac-
cinated as a child. He recovered.

I gave during the four years about twenty death certificates for small-
pox- all in unvaccinated persons. During the same period I attended
about fifteen cases that recovered, all of which had been vaccinated as
children. During these four years I was never called to a single case of
a patient with small-pox who had been revaccinated. So satisfied was
I as to the efficacy of vaccination that, amongst the poor Italians, where
three or four of a family have been sleeping in a large double bed, I
have permitted them to do so-although one of the number had small-
pox, provided they were either vaccinated, in the case of children, and
revaccinated in the case of adults, and never has it occurred that the
disease has been Imparted to the others.

It is further to be observed that the English clerks in the account-
ants' office referred to were very clean and tidy, and lived in good
houses, yet seven out forty contracted small-pox; whereas five men
only amongst 1,200 fitters, tinsmiths, carpenters, shunters, and general
labourers at the engine works contracted the disease, and these men
lived, most of them, in very shabby, mean, unhygienic dwellings. This
does not prove to my mind that cleanliness ean save a person from
small-pox, but does appear to prove that vaccination can. I may add
that I revaccinated myself in Buenos Ayres before being called to attend
my first case of small-pox.

LETTERS, COMMUNICATIONS, ETC., have been received from:
(a) Mr. F. W. Ansell, Margate; Dr. W. Andriezen, Wakefield; Mr. F. M.
B. Archer, Parsonstown; Another Field Officer; Dr. B. Anningson,
Cambridge; Professor T. C. Allbutt, Cambridge; Mr. W. Anderton,
Ormskirk; Dr. J. Adams, Barnes; Mr. W. Arnold, Tetsworth; Mr. H.
G. Armstrong, Crowthorne; Mr. R. Atkinson, Ripponden; Mr. J.
Adams, Runcorn; Dr. S. J. Allden, London. (B) W. A. Betts, M.B.,
Liverpool; Messrs. Brentanos and Co., London; Mr. T. B. Bromley,
London; R. Boyce, M.B., London; Mr. B. Browning, Weymouth; Mr.
M. R. J. Behrendt, Burringham; Dr. C. Black, Glasgow; Dr. F. Bond,
Gloucester; Mr. H. M. Baylis, Edinburgh; Mr. G. F. Blake, Dublin;
Mr. R. T. Beamish, Dublin; Dr. 3. M. Booth, Aberdeen; F. Booth,
M.B., St. Anne's-on-the-Sea; Mr.R. Boyle, London; Dr. J. W. Byers,
Belfast; Dr. Boxall, London; Dr. W. Brooke, Oldham. (0) Messrs.
T. Christy and Co., London; Mr. W. Clayton, Leeds; Mr. P. Chapman,
Hereford; Mr. C. F. Coombe, Sheffield; Mr. W. M. Cotton, London;
Dr. M. Charteris, Glasgow; Mr. R. Cuff, Scarborough; Dr. J. W. Cook,
Colchester; Dr. J. Campbell, Belfast; Mr. E. 0. Croft, Leeds; Dr.
W. A. Carline, Lincoln; Dr. C. Coxwell, Melbourne; Mr. W. F. Clark,
Cheshunt; Dr. R. Caton, Liverpool; Mr. W. K. Curtis, Canterbury;
Miss Cunnington, London; Dr. J. Campbell, Gloucester. (D) Dum
Spiro Spero; D. Duncan. M.B., Chester-le-Street; Dr. C. Dawson, Raw-
don; Mr. P. C. De Wet, Cradock, Cape Colony; Dr. T. Dean, Burnley;
Mr. P. Dunn, London; Dr. G. Dobbyn, Waterford; R. Dudfield, M.B.,
Eastbourne; Mr. A. W. Dalby, Frome. (X) E. T.; A. M. Erskine,
M.B., Goole; Mr. George S. Elliston, Ipswich. (F) Sir Joseph Fayrer,
London; Mr. L Fox, Philadelphia; Mr. G. Fischer, Jena; Mr. F. A.
Field, Bedford; Mr. H. F. A. Fairweather, Pocklington. (0) Mr. W. S.

Gill, Leeds; Mr. B. C. Gowan, Stanmore; Dr. Joseph Griffiths, Cam-
bridge; Dr. James Gairdner, Crieff; Dr. J. H. Gornall, Warrington; C.
H. Garth, M.B., Betchworth; Mr. G. S. Greenwood, Ossett; Mr. A. V.
Griffiths, Tenton. (H1) H. L. D.; Mr. W. Henry, London; Mr. G.
Hartridge, London; Mr. N. Hardy, London; Dr. J. Hutcheson, Edin-
burgh; Dr. W. W. Hsrdwicke, EastMoulsey; Mr. J. T. Hyatt, Shepton
Mallet; Mr. S. Hosegood, Ewinton; Dr. F. Hichins, Redruth; Hed-
worth Barium Co.jNewcastle; Mr. J. F. Haig, Birmingham; Mr. C. B.
Hillyar, Plympton. (J) Dr. A. H. Jones, Northampton; Mr. E. H.
Jones, Rhyl; Mr. A. Jackson, Sheffield; Dr. D. Jackson, Hexham; R.
Johnson, M.B., London; Dr. F. L. Jones, London. (K) Mr. D. Kirk,
Manchester; Mr. S. Karger, Berlin; Dr. W. M. Kelly, Taunton: Mr. J.
Keating, Ballinhassig; Dr. J. Kerr, Bradford; Mr. C. B. Keetley,
London; Mr. T. Keble, Margate; Dr. Keiffenheim-Trubridge, London.
(L) Dr. W. G. V. Lush, Weymouth; Dr. C. J. Lewis, Stirling; Mr. F.
Licence, Dover; Dr. J. L. Livingston, WVinehester; Rev. F. Lawrence,
York; Mr. C. H. leet, Seaforlh; Mr. J. Lawson, Hebden Bridge; Life
Saving Society, The Honorary Secretary of the, London; Mr. T. Laffan,
Cashel; Miss F. Lankester, London; Mr. J. I. Lace, Frizilngton; Dr. J.
Lawrence, Darlington; Mr. N. H. P. Lewis, Oxford. (M) Mr. G. B.
Mead, London; Messrs. G. Mason and Co., London; Mr. J. E. C.
Munro, London; A. E. Mahood, M.B., Birmingham; Dr. J. MoNaught,
Waterfoot; W. Mackie, M.B., Elgin; Mental; Dr. P. Manson, London;
Dr. J. Mason, Blyth; Mr. H. Menzies, London; Mr. M. M. Murphy,
Bolton; Dr. A. G. S. Mahomed, Bournemouth; Dr. T. S. Maguire,
Stony Stratford; Mr. M. C. Mondy, London; Dr. Macgregor, M.P., Lon-
don; Mr. W. Maw, Bradford; Mr. C. A. Morton, Bristol; Dr. G. H.
Mumby, Portsmouth; Dr. W. Masson, Mintlaw; Dr. R. Metcalfe, Ley-
burn; Dr. W. Muil, Kirkby Moorside. (N) Mr. J. Nash, Wigan; Nemo;
Mr. P. Newall, ICrowborough; Dr. A. Newsholme, Brighton. (0)
Messrs. Orridge and Co., London; Dr. W. Orange, London; Dr. James
Oliver, London; Dr. J. Orr, Templepatrick. (P) Mr. W. Powell, Cam-
bridge; Mr. W. R. Pollard, Blackburn; H. W. Pigeon, M.B., Hull; Dr.
R. D. Patterson, Caledon; Mr. C. E. Paget, Salford; Dr. J. NV. Parke,
Netley; Mr. R. Philpot, Poole; Mr. H. C. Passman, Warwick; Priory
of St. John's Hospital of Jerusalem, The Secretary of the. London; Dr.
C. E. Prior, Bedford; Dr. T. Patterson, Chadderton; Mr. C. Perks,
Burton-on-Trent. (3) Dr. A. J. Richardson, Brighton; Dr. A. McL.
T. Rattray, Portobello; Mr. C. Roberts, London; Mr. E. Rouse, Bide-
ford; Dr. H. S. Renshaw, Sale; Dr. W. Robertson, Perth; Dr. F. W. F.
Ross, Brighton; Dr;G. Reid, Stafford; Dr. G. E. Rennie, Sydney; Mr.
H. Rendell, St. Johns, Newfoundland; Mr. J. Rankin, Kilmarnock;
Mr. T. Raven, Broadstairs; P. A. Roden, M.B.. Droitwich. (S) Surgeon-
Major; Mr. B. Squire, London; Dr. H. Snow, London; Dr. H. Smith,
London; Mr. Gorden Sharp, Ashton-under-Lyne; Mr. F. J. Smith,
London; Surgeon-Captain; Mr. A. J. Southey, Slough; Dr. W. Stan-
field, Lees; H. Smith, M.B., Brandon; Mr. J. W. Springthorpe, Mel-
bourne; Secretary of State for Home Affairs, The, London; Dr. T. G.
Styan, Ramsgate. (T) Mr. J. Taylor, Tanderagee; Dr. S. Tidey, Mon-
treux; Mr. T. F. Stacey, Glasgow; Mr. E. Tracey-Archer, London; Mr.
G. W. Till, Worcester; Mr. F. Turner, Buxton; Mr. J. H. Thomas, Pem-
broke Dock; Mr. M. Thomas, Bradford-on-Avon; Sir H. Thompson,
London. (V) Dr. H. Vernon, Birkdale; Verax. (W) Mr. M. C. Wright,
London; Mr. T. M. Watt, Hovingham; Mr. J. W. Walker, Wakefield;
Mr. N. V. Wise, Trowbridge; Mr. C. H. Whiteford, Plymouth; Dr. J. D.
Williams, Dowlais; Mr. A. C. J. Wilson, Penistone; Dr. W. Wyllie,
Kirkby Lonsdale; Dr. J. W. Watkins, Newton-le-Willows; Dr. J. W.
Washbourn, London; Dr. F. J. Waldo, London; Dr. J. Watson, Wolver-
hampton; Warrington Infirmary, The House-Surgeon of the, Warring-
ton; Mr. P. Wilkinson, West Kirby; Mr. W. F. Watts, Dewsbury. (Y)
Dr. E. Young, Okehampton; Etc.

BOOKS, ETC., RECEIVED.
Sir Morell Mackenzie, Physician and Operator. By Rev. H. R. Hawels.

London: W. H. Allen and Co. 1893. 12s. 6d.
The Meaning and the Method of Life: A Search for Religion in Biology.

By Dr. G. M. Gould. London: G. P. Putnam's Sons. 1893. 98.
Archiv fur Laryngologie und Rhinologie herausgegeben von Dr. B.

Fraenkel. Berlin: August Hirschwald . 1893. 6 marks.
The Westminster Hospital Reports. Vol. viii. By Dr. R. G. Hebb. Lon-

don: J. and A. Churchill. 1893. 6s.
Snake Poison: its Action and its Andidote. By Dr. A. Mueller. Sydney

L. Bruck. 1893.
The Amateur Photographer's Annual, 1893. London: Hazell, Watson, and

Viney, Limited. 1893. 28.
Edinburgh Hospital Reports. Vol. i. London and Edinburgh: Young

J. Pentland. 1893.
Medical Electricity. By E. S. D-Odiardi. London: Swan Sonnensehein

and Co. 1893.

*** In forwarding books the publishers are requested to state the
selling prices.
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